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▪ Provide greater access to Clemson for qualified students

through a dedicated pathway

▪ Deliver a high quality first-year experience

▪ Provide opportunity to complete transferable major 

curriculum required coursework

▪ Connect students to the Clemson community

▪ Citizens of two nations – support, resources, and access 

to two institutions

Overview and Program Goals



• Cohort Model

• Two-semester enrollment plan (Fall + Spring) 

with optional summer enrollment

• First year completed at Tri-County Technical 

College

• Residential component with on-campus 

Housing and Dining

• Students experience Clemson’s Residential 

Curriculum Model 

Program Components



BRIDGE TO CLEMSON PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
▪ Attend TCTC for freshman year
▪ Earn 2.5 cumulative GPA on Bridge-eligible credits
▪ Earn 30 Bridge-eligible credit hours with a grade of C or better

Credits satisfying 
Bridge requirements

Credits not satisfying 
Bridge requirements

Bridge-eligible TCTC courses 

completed after high school 

graduation

AP/IB exam credits

Dual enrollment courses 
completed in high school



Keys to Success

Dedicated 
Advising

Academic 
Support

Connection 
to Campus 
Community

& Peers

Effective 
Communication



BEST PRACTICES for ADVISING
• Follow the Tri-County advising cycle 

throughout the academic year

• Collaborate on key advising 

opportunities and events

• Provide dedicated Bridge Program 

advisers on staff at Clemson and Tri-

County



College 
Advising 
Process

Our Tools:
Curriculum Worksheet
Student Academic & Advising Guide
CU & Tri-County Academic Catalogs

3 Advisers:
Tri-County
Bridge Staff
Clemson

Events 
& Services:

Advise-A-Thon w/ Clemson Advisers
Spring Advising w/ Tri-County Advisers
Are You On Track w/ Clemson Advisers



BRIDGE CURRICULUM WORKSHEETS
• Suggested core courses

• Program-specific requirements

• Make note of required math 

course(s)

• Additional course options 

provided



BRIDGE RESOURCES
• AP/IB charts from Clemson
• List of courses that meet General Education 

requirements
• Math and English placement based on 

Accuplacer scores
• Courses that are ‘transfer electives’
• TCEL—Transfer Credit Equivalency list
• Bridge Academic requirements and 

standards 
• LIFE Scholarship eligibility rules and majors 

that qualify for enhancement



TRI-COUNTY DIVISION 
OF ARTS & SCIENCES

• A&S faculty serve as 
advisers

• Meet once per semester 
during Bridge academic 
year

• Advising and registration 
process connects 
students with both Bridge 
and Tri-County advisers 
for support and 
guidance 



BEST PRACTICES:
DEDICATED RESOURCES



Academic Success Resources

Tri-County:
• Learning Commons in the Student 

Success Center

Clemson: 
• Clemson Academic Success Center

Bridge to Clemson Program:
• Supplemental Instruction
• Academic Coaching

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=class+of+1956+academic+success+center&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=a-nSB28driJ50M&tbnid=lA1kyto0k464fM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.flickr.com/photos/clemsonuniversity/6925510862/&ei=ZQS6UcnEEoeA9gTfrYGYCg&bvm=bv.47883778,d.eWU&psig=AFQjCNEH1X-hch4kx9roEjxn2hgvFfuGSA&ust=1371231703416726
http://www.tctc.edu/prospective_students/student_services/academic_assistance/index.html


Student Health Services
• Medical Services 

(Redfern)

• Counseling and 

Psychological 

Services (CAPS)

• Healthy Campus



BEST PRACTICES: Campus Engagement

Web platforms for Clubs & 
Organizations



Campus 
Recreation

• Fitness and 
Wellness

• CORE
• Intramural 

Sports



• Connects Bridge students 

with upper-class Clemson 

students who were in the 

Bridge program

• Peer mentors matched by 

majors, goals, interests

• Focus on campus 

connections

• Connects transfer students with 

upper-class Clemson students 

who were transfers

• Peer mentors matched by 

majors, goals, interests

• Focus on campus connections



BEST PRACTICES:
COMMUNICATION



Consistent Communication

Enrollment Guide Orientation Guide Handbook BTC Instagram

Bridge to Clemson Webpage - TCTC Bridge to Clemson Webpage 
Clemson



Collaborative Branding

Enrollment Guide Orientation Guide Handbook BTC Instagram

• Collaborative branding
• Webpages – link to each other TCTC to Clemson & reverse  
• Strategic communication        structured calendar of meetings
• Consistent, clear communication – faculty/staff



REVERSE ARTICULATION
• Opt-Out is most successfull

in awarding credentials

• Students must actively 

choose to opt-out

• Process is automatic unless 

they opt-out

• Opt-In process resulted in 

delayed responses and 

significantly fewer 

credentials awarded



Q & A


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Bridge to Clemson Program Requirements 
	Keys to Success
	BEST PRACTICES for ADVISING
	College Advising Process
	Bridge Curriculum worksheets
	Bridge Resources
	Tri-County Division of Arts & Sciences
	BEST PRACTICES:�DEDICATED RESOURCES
	Academic Success Resources
	Student Health Services
	BEST PRACTICES: Campus Engagement�
	Campus Recreation
	Slide Number 16
	BEST PRACTICES:�COMMUNICATION
	Consistent Communication
	Collaborative Branding
	REVERSE ARTICULATION
	Q & A

