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Chair Hayes convened the meeting at 12:30 p.m. and welcomed all in attendance.

l. 1. Introductions and Roll Call to Establish Quorum

Ms. Belcher introduced the Commissioners. She confirmed a quorum of the Commission and announced

that the meeting was being held in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.
2. Approval of Minutes

Chair Hayes introduced the draft minutes of the February 5, 2026, CHE Business meeting and asked for
any additions or corrections. Commissioner Masters motioned to approve minutes as presented, and

Commissioner Zais seconded the motion. The minutes were approved unanimously.
3. Chair’s Report

Chair Hayes reported that there were no items to present.
4. President and Executive Director's Report

Chair Hayes called on President Perez to give his report.

President Perez provided an update on agency personnel, highlighting current staffing levels and vacancies.
In response to a question from Chair Hayes, he confirmed that there is one commissioner vacancy in the

Sixth Congressional District.

President Perez also reported on legislative activity, including an overview of the House Ways and Means

(HWM) budget. Key items included:

e S2 million in recurring funds for PASCAL
o S164,344 for increased DTO fees

e Spending authorization increases



e FTE funding source realignment to reflect previously approved changes

He noted the proposed deletion of two provisos, including South Carolina Institutes of Innovation and

Information (SCIII) as the program has ended and a proviso related to funded FTE revenue reporting.

President Perez further reported that some CHE requests were not included in the HWM budget, including
$215,300 to sustain personnel funding and $60,000 to administer education scholarship enhancement
loans. He also noted that certain provisos remain unchanged, including those for the College Transition

Program and the National Guard College Assistance Program.

Commissioner Batson asked how the lack of personnel funding would impact staffing. President Perez
explained that alternative funding sources may be used to support staffing needs. Commissioner Snyder
asked whether current DTO services are sufficient for agency needs; President Perez confirmed that they

are.

Commissioner Bryson asked about the impact of not having an agency governmental affairs liaison.
President Perez highlighted the positive impact of serving in that capacity as President and Executive
Director. He noted that the General Counsel and Higher Education Policy Analyst, once hired, will also

assist, along with current CHE staff.

President Perez provided an overview of current higher education-related legislation, including residency
regulations; amendments to ACT qualifying scores for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship; the CHE “clean-
up” bill; a campus safety bill; a school mapping bill; the “bathroom bill"; a Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL)
FOIA exemption bill; and legislation related to the classroom display of the Ten Commandments and

national documents.
He also shared an update on federal legislation that would promote the development of new accreditors.

President Perez announced that the Council of Board Chairs meeting would be held the following
Wednesday. In response to questions, he clarified that CHE is not responsible for conducting related

training but will determine whether it is responsible for tracking training completion.

Commissioner Fant asked whether tuition grants are based on institutional charters or institutional
accreditation. President Perez explained that eligibility depends on when an institution was licensed.

Commissioner Fant recommended confirming that CHE does not have regional accreditation requirements



in its statutes or regulations; President Perez agreed to verify. Commissioners then engaged in further

discussion on accreditation.
5. Committee Reports
5.01 Report of the Executive Committee
Chair Hayes reported that there were no items for consideration.
5.02 Report of the Committee on Academic Affairs and Licensing Edgar Dyer

Chair Hayes called on Commissioner Dyer, who reported that there were no items for action. He noted
that the Committee is continuing to work on the Program Productivity Report and is considering revisions
to its committee charter.

President Perez added that the in-depth study, new policy, and Program Productivity Report will be
completed by the June CHE meeting. Both President Perez and Commissioner Dyer thanked staff for their

work.

5.03 Report of the Committee on Student Services Jenni Bryson

Chair Hayes called on Commissioner Bryson, who reported one item for action and moved for its approval.
Chair Hayes called for a vote, and the item was approved unanimously. Commissioner Bryson also

summarized two additional items for information.

A. Committee on Student Services Charter Revisions

B. SC Program for Recruitment and Retention of Minority Teachers (SC-PRRMT) Teachers Update
(For information, no action)
C. African American Teacher Loan Program Update (For information, no action)

5.04 Report of the Committee on Finance and Administration (CFA) Paul Batson
Chair Hayes called on Commissioner Batson to present the report. Commissioner Batson summarized two

items for information. Commissioner Batson called on Ms. Manic to present on data visualization.

A. Compliance Audit Updates (For information, no action)
B. Data Visualization (For information, no action)

5.05 Report of the Committee on Strategic Planning and Accountability (CSPA) Doug Snyder



Chair Hayes called on Commissioner Snyder, who summarized three informational items. He reported that
the Committee is continuing to develop measurable initiatives aligned with the agency’s three core values,

ensuring timely submission of required reports, and tracking responses to external audits conducted by the
Inspector General (IG) and the House Government Efficiency and Legislative Oversight Committee

(GELOCQ). He also provided an overview of the annual agency accountability report.

A. Strategic Plan Update (For information, no action)
B. Accountability (For information, no action)
C. External Studies Update (For information, no action)

6. Other Business

There was no other business to consider.
7. Executive Session

There was no executive session.
8. End of Business Meeting

The business meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m.



