
Financial Aid Advisory Group
SC Commission on Higher Education

September 16, 2025



Welcome and Introductions      Dr. Karen Woodfaulk
SC Need-based Grant Allocations     Mr. Bryce Wilson

• Invoicing 

• New Reallocation Process       Ms. Kathryn Harris
Enhanced ACT – Science Optional     Ms. Kathryn Harris 
Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Regulations

• Regulation Changes        Ms. Kathryn Harris
• Regulation Timeline        Dr. Gerrick Hampton

Enhancement Updates       Ms. Tanya Weigold
Palmetto Fellows Renewal Reports     Ms. Tanya Weigold
SC National Guard CAP Proviso     Dr. Karen Woodfaulk
Other Business
Meeting Schedule
Adjournment 

Agenda



SC Need-based Grant:
Allocations and Invoicing Deadlines

Mr. Bryce Wilson
Director for Fiscal Affairs
bwilson@che.sc.gov
(803) 856-0555 
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NBG Allocations FY2025-26:



NBG Invoicing Deadlines
Fall term:         Invoices due November 1
Spring term & Fall term adjustments:   Invoices due April 1
Summer term & Spring term adjustments:  Invoices due June 1
Summer term adjustments:      Invoices due August 20

also applies to: Palmetto Fellows, LIFE and HOPE Scholarships 
and Lottery Tuition Assistance Program

Deadline Memo from May 2025: 
https://che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/Institutions%20a
nd%20Educators/Scholarship%20Policies%20and%20Regulat

ions/2025-05-1_CHE%20Invoice_DeadlineandInstruc_.pdf 
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SC Need-based Grant Reallocation Process: 

2025-26 Appropriations Act:
3.7. (LEA: FY 2025-26 Lottery Funding)

D) For Fiscal Year 2025-26, certified net lottery proceeds and investment earnings for the 
current fiscal year, Fiscal Year 2023-24 certified surplus, and Fiscal Year 2024-25 projected 
surplus and undesignated fund balance are appropriated as follows: 

(5) Commission on Higher Education Need-based Grants $80,000,000; 

(P) Of the funds appropriated to the Commission on Higher Education for Need-based 
Grants, public colleges and universities must submit final invoices for Need-based Grants by 
a date determined by the commission. Funds allocated for Fiscal Year 2025-26 must be 
distributed in the same academic year.

*CHE staff is currently creating a NBG Reallocation Process for 2025-26.



Enhanced ACT – Science Optional 
and Scholarship Eligibility:

Ms. Kathryn Harris
Scholarship & Grants Program Manager
kharris@che.sc.gov
(803) 856-0738 
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ACT 
Superscore 
Update

Legacy: English + Math + Reading + Science = Total / 4 = Superscore Composite
Enhanced: English + Math + Reading = Total / 3 = Superscore Composite
ACT’s Rounding Integer:   Legacy Composite = 0.5   Enhanced Composite = 0.6



ACT Superscore Update



ACT Superscore Update

CHE: For the purposes of meeting the ACT test score requirement, the student 
must use the highest English, Math, and Reading scores, which may come from 
different test administrations. A Science score may be included to improve the 
composite score but is not required. (LIFE and Palmetto Fellows).



Proposed Permanent and 
Emergency Regulations:

Dr. Gerrick Hampton
Associate Director for Student Affairs
ghampton@che.sc.gov
(803) 856-0609 
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Next Steps – Proposed Emergency Regulations: 

• Emergency Regulations were approved by CHE in September.
• Emergency Regulations were filed on September 11, 2025. 
• Emergency Regulations will be valid for 90 days and will need to renewed prior to 

the start of next legislative session in January 2026.
• Emergency Regulations will go before full CHE in December for renewal.  
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Next Steps – Proposed Permanent Regulations: 

• Proposed Regulations approved by CHE in September.
• Throughout the month of October, Stakeholders will have the opportunity to provide 

feedback on the proposed regulations to CHE staff.  
• Public Hearing will be held in November. During the public hearing, public comments 

will be provided to the Full Commission.
• After consideration of public comments, the final regulations will be provided to the 

Legislative Council, for submission to the General Assembly.
• The 110-day clock begins with the submission to the General Assembly.
• If no action is taken, the regulation will become automatically enacted. 



Enhancement Update:

Ms. Tanya Weigold
Scholarships & Grants Program Coordinator
tweigold@che.sc.gov
(803) 856-0672
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Education Enhancement

Email sent out September 4, 2025
• Contractual Agreements

Wet signature/digital signature
• Data spreadsheets

Once a semester
• Invoice

Due by November 1, 2025



Enhancement Approvals



Coming Soon



Palmetto Fellows Renewal Report:

Ms. Tanya Weigold
Scholarship & Grants Program Coordinator
tweigold@che.sc.gov
(803) 856-0672 
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Palmetto Fellows Portal

https://etl.che.sc.gov/SSO5/Login.aspx?ClientID=Connect

Account/Password Resets: helpdesk@che.sc.gov
Staff Changes/New Access Requests: Scholarships@che.sc.gov 

mailto:helpdesk@che.sc.gov
mailto:Scholarships@che.sc.gov


Palmetto Fellows Portal
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Palmetto Fellows Portal
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SC National Guard CAP 
Updates:

Dr. Karen Woodfaulk 
Director, Office of Student Affairs
kwoodfaulk@che.sc.gov 
(803) 856-0578 22
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SC National Guard College Assistance Program (SCNG CAP) 

SCNG CAP funding amounts are effective for the FY2025-26. Funding amounts are set each year by the 
General Assembly. 

 
117.140. (GP: National Guard College Assistance Program) For the current fiscal year, a member of the SC National 
Guard may qualify for college assistance program grants for more than one hundred thirty semester hours or related 
quarter hours. Additionally, service members may receive college assistance program benefits up to an amount equal 
to one hundred percent of college tuition and fees not to exceed twelve thousand dollars for the academic year. The 
lifetime maximum amount received shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. Tuition and fees are defined as the 
amount charged for registering for credit hours of instruction, costs of textbooks, and other fees and charges 
associated with attendance at an eligible institution. Service members shall be required to meet all other 
requirements. Service members may complete and submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) to 
receive all eligible federal and state scholarships and grants.

 Removal of the 130 semester hours maximum
 $ 12,000  maximum per academic year  (not to exceed COA); $4,000  (full-time) max per semester (not 

to exceed COA)
 $ 25,000  lifetime maximum 
 Air National Guard and Army National Guard service members will receive the same amounts at two-year 

Institutions/Programs and four-year Institutions/Programs

UPDATE



SC National Guard College Assistance Program  (SCNG CAP)
UPDATES & DEADLINES 

SCNG CAP UPCOMING DEADLINES
• Fall 2025 – SCNG CAP Web Portal
 Enrollment Verification Deadline: Fall II – October 17th

  Invoices due November 1st 

• 2025-2026 SCNG CAP Invoicing Submission Process – NEW Centralized page 
 Element 451 https://chesc-19333.page451.sites.451.io/ NEW CRM platform 
 Effective Fall 2025 – Secure site to upload SCNG CAP invoices 

• SCNG CAP 2025-26 AY 2nd Application Window (Only newly-eligible students or if you 
missed the first deadline should apply.)
  Opens: November 20th, Closes: December 15th (Spring 26, Summer 26 Awards Only) 

 SCNG CAP Application located on  CHE webpage: https://che.sc.gov/scngcap 

PROGRAM CONTACTS 

ARMY NATIONAL GUARD
SGM (Retired) Mr. Paul Mead

Guidance Counselor/CAP Manager 
(803) 299-2734

paul.j.mead2.civ@army.mil 

AIR NATIONAL GUARD
MSgt. T. Jermaine Edmunds
Retention Office Manager

(803) 647-8854
thomas.edmunds@us.af.mil 

CHE
Dr. Karen Woodfaulk

Director, Student Affairs 
(803) 856-0578

kwoodfaulk@che.sc.gov

CHE
Ms. Alfie B. Mincy

SCNG CAP and Veterans Outreach
Program Coordinator 

(803) 856-0579
amincy@che.sc.gov 

https://chesc-19333.page451.sites.451.io/
https://che.sc.gov/scngcap
mailto:paul.j.mead2.civ@mail.mil
mailto:thomas.edmunds@us.af.mil
mailto:kwoodfaulk@che.sc.gov
mailto:amincy@che.sc.gov


Financial Aid Advisory Committee

Other Business
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Financial Aid Advisory Committee

Meeting Schedule
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Financial Aid Advisory Committee

Adjournment
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