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Strategic Innovation Academic Affairs Forum 
11:00 a.m. January 29, 2026, via Zoom Webinar 

 
Commission Staff Present 
 
Dr. Angela Peters  Dr. Timothy Rees  Dr. James Thompson 

Dr. Lishu Yin   Dr. Argentini Anderson  Dr. Melissa Price 

Chariti Spann  Diane McCree   Darnell Holland 

Ende Clark   Leslie Williams   Mariana Manic 

Mark Swart   Tracy Solet 

             

Presenters 

 
Trena Houp, University of South Carolina- Main Campus 
Dana Yow, SC Education Oversight Committee 
Dr. Robert Placido, University of Maine 
 
Guests 
 

Name Institution/Organization Email 
Jennifer Black SCTCS blackje@sctechsystem.edu 
Cathleen Cuppett Coker University ccuppett@coker.edu 
Walter Collins USC Palmetto College collinsw@sc.edu 
Jim Wacker Coker University jwacker@coker.edu 
Andrea Coldwell Coker University acoldwell@coker.edu 
Cathy Scott Coastal Carolina University Cscott1@coastal.edu 
Jessica McLees SC Department of Education jmclees@ed.sc.gov 
Pam Steinke USC Upstate psteinke@uscupstate.edu 
Candice Lewis Greenville Technical College Candice.lewis@gvltec.edu 
Kevin LoPresto Francis Marion University klopresto@fmarion.edu 
Kara Shavo Presbyterian College klshavo@presby.edu 
Jennifer Kunka Francis Marion University jkunka@fmarion.edu 
Rob Essaf Clemson University ressaf@clemson.edu 
Rob McFarland Southern Wesleyan University mcfarland@swu.edu 
James Colbert  Lander University jcolbert@lander.edu 
Russell Clark SC Department of Education rdclark@ed.sc.gov 
Suzanne Riddle Aiken Technical College riddler@atc.edu 
Sandy Anderson Piedmont Technical College Anderson.s@ptc.edu 
Jason Tisdel Central Carolina Technical College tisdelje@cctech.edu 
Tim Drueke Winthrop University drueket@winthrop.edu 
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Nicole Panza Francis Marion University npanza@fmarion.edu 
Steve Schreiner College of Charleston schreiners@cofc.edu 
Mark Del Mastro College of Charleston delmastrom@cofc.edu 
Kristi Byrd Piedmont Technical College Byrd.k@ptc.edu 
Alley Steadman Francis Marion University asteadman@fmarion.edu 
Ryan Low University of Maine Ryan.low@maine.edu 
Casey Woodling Coastal Carolina University cwoodling@coastal.edu 
Magdelyn Helwig Furman University Magdelyn.helwig@furmn.edu 
Teresa Burns Coastal Carolina University tburns@coastal.edu 
Briana Peele Clemson University bkloc@clemson.edu 
Brian Mallory University of SC- Beaufort malloryb@uscb.edu 
Keli Fewox Piedmont Technical College Fewox.k@ptc.edu 
Lynn Rickabaugh Aiken Technical College rickabal@atc.edu 
Hadi Hamid Denmark Technical College hamidh@denmarktech.edu 
Leandra Arvazzetti Piedmont Technical College Arvazzetti.l@ptc.edu 
Trena Houp University of South Carolina thoup@sc.edu 
Dana Yow SC Educ. Oversight Committee danay@eoc.sc.gov 

 
*56 people in total attended this inaugural event. Guest attendance above reflects those that provided contact 
information for future correspondence.  
 
Q & A:  
 

Q: Is it not true that not all high schools offer higher-level math courses- either due to lack of enrollment 

or lack of teachers? 

There are several districts that do not currently offer AP courses. The SC Dept. of Education has been 

working on compiling an accurate list for the 25-26 school year, but it has been challenging to get 

consistent information.  Many districts report that they offer AP through Virtual SC; however, most are 

actively steering students toward Dual Enrollment options and not emphasizing or discussing AP at 

all. The SCDE is actively reminding districts of the regulation that requires all districts to offer AP as part 

of their high school program. 

 

Q: Will these results have an effect on the regular math standards and AAP math standards? 

The current school is the first operational year for the new math standards. The 2025 standards include 

a revised high school sequence, requiring students to take Geometry with Statistics before Algebra 1. It 

is not yet known whether the new standards and math sequence will impact student achievement. 

Q: Where can I go to find innovative curricula that have been successful in helping unprepared college students 
to succeed in college math? 
 
Launch Years has the resources available at: Curricular Resources for Higher Education | UT Dana Center 
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