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How to Use This Guide 

This guide is written for South Carolina school counselors and other school personnel who help 
students plan for education after high school. It explains how each program generally works, the 
counselor's role, the student's role, and when responsibility shifts to the college financial aid office or 
another agency. 

Use this guide to: identify possible programs, explain the students’ next step, avoid preventable application 
errors, and direct questions to the correct organization. 

Important Notice: This guide is intended to serve as a general reference for high school counselors 
supporting students with South Carolina state scholarships, grants, and college access programs. It is not a 
substitute for CHE-sponsored trainings, workshops, official program requirements, or individualized 
guidance from CHE staff. 

High school counselors are strongly encouraged to attend applicable CHE trainings and workshops to 
remain informed about program requirements, application procedures, deadlines, and annual updates. 
Because this guide cannot address every student circumstance or specific situation, counselors should 
consult the High School Counselor Resources webpage or contact the appropriate CHE program 
administrator when additional guidance is needed. 

First Step: Subscribe to CHE Emails 
School counselors should subscribe to CHE emails to receive program announcements, application 
information, deadline reminders, training opportunities, and other updates related to their work. 

• Go to the CHE website (CHE website) and click Subscribe for CHE Emails. 

• Enter the requested contact information. 

• Select every topic related to your responsibilities, such as Palmetto Fellows and High School 
Counselor. 

• Update your subscription if your duties, school, or email address change. 

Recommended practice: Use your school email address and select all relevant topics. Email lists are topic-
specific, so selecting only one topic may cause you to miss information about another program or counselor 
responsibility. 

Important limitations 
• This guide summarizes program requirements; statutes, regulations, annual appropriations, and 

official program guidance control. 
• Award amounts, deadlines, forms, approved programs, and web links may change. Use the 

companion Annual Quick Reference Guide for the applicable graduating class. 
• Scholarship eligibility is separate from college admission, residency, and federal financial-aid 

eligibility. 
• A counselor should never promise an award. The organization responsible for the program makes 

the official eligibility determination. 
 

  

https://che.sc.gov/
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Guide conventions 

Cue Meaning 

Counselor action A task the school counselor completes or actively 
supports. 

Student action A task the student or family must complete. 

College action A determination or process handled by the college 
financial aid office. 

CHE action A review, decision, or process handled by the 
Commission on Higher Education. 

SCDE / school action A transcript, grading, or records matter handled by the 
school, district, or SC Department of Education. 

 

Contents 

Sections 1-7 Sections 8-Appendices 

1. South Carolina Financial-Aid Landscape 10. College Transition Programs 

2. Roles and Responsibilities 11. College Access Programs and Resources 

3. Annual Counselor Workflow 12. Trainings and Workshops 

5. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 13. Special Circumstances 

6. LIFE Scholarship 14. Common Scenarios and Referral Guide 

7. SC HOPE Scholarship Where to Find Help 

8. Lottery Tuition Assistance  

 

1. South Carolina Financial-Aid Landscape 

South Carolina's financial-aid programs serve different students, institution types, and purposes. 
Some are merit-based, some are need-based, and some support participation in a specific type of 
postsecondary program. Counselors add the most value by helping students recognize opportunities 
early and complete the next correct step on time. 
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Program Primary purpose Initial decision / 
administration Counselor's main role 

Palmetto Fellows Merit scholarship for high-
achieving students 

CHE reviews initial 
applications; colleges 
administer awards after 
enrollment 

Identify potential applicants; 
support timely, accurate 
application records 

LIFE Merit scholarship at 
eligible SC institutions 

College determines 
eligibility 

Explain high-school criteria and 
ensure accurate transcript, GPA, 
and rank data 

SC HOPE 
Freshman merit 
scholarship at eligible 
four-year institutions 

College determines 
eligibility 

Build awareness and refer student 
to the college 

Scholarship 
Enhancements 

Additional scholarship 
funding for eligible LIFE 
and Palmetto Fellows 
recipients pursuing 
approved STEM or 
Education programs at 
eligible four-year 
institutions 

College determines 
eligibility 

Build awareness of enhancement 
opportunities and encourage 
students to discuss eligibility with 
their college financial aid office 

Lottery Tuition 
Assistance 

Tuition assistance at 
eligible two-year 
institutions 

College determines 
eligibility 

Build awareness; reinforce FAFSA 
and college follow-up 

SC Need-based 
Grant 

Need-based aid for 
eligible SC students 

College awards within 
program rules and 
available funding 

Encourage timely FAFSA 
completion and financial-aid 
follow-up 

CTP Scholarship / 
Grant 

Support for students 
enrolled in approved 
College Transition 
Programs 

Approved program and 
CHE processes 

Introduce options and connect 
students with approved programs 

 

Counselor principle: Start with the student's goals and likely college pathway. A student may be considered 
for more than one type of aid, subject to each program's requirements and the cost of attendance. 
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2. Roles and Responsibilities 

Party Typical responsibilities 

Student and family Complete applications and forms; provide truthful information; monitor email and 
portals; meet deadlines; ask the college about the aid package. 

School counselor / high 
school 

Maintain accurate records; identify potential eligibility; provide guidance; 
complete or verify required school information; document outreach and 
corrections. 

College financial aid 
office 

Determine eligibility for college-administered programs and renewal; package and 
disburse aid; review college records; apply cost-of-attendance limits. 

CHE Administer statewide programs assigned to CHE; review initial Palmetto Fellows 
applications; provide policy guidance, training, forms, and oversight. 

SCDE / school district Administer the SC Uniform Grading Policy and support schools with transcript, 
GPA, rank, and course-classification questions. 

 

When ownership is unclear: Do not send the student in a loop. Identify the actual decision being requested: 
high-school record, initial scholarship eligibility, college award, renewal, residency, or federal aid. Then refer 
to the organization that owns that decision. 
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3. Annual Counselor Workflow 

9th and 10th grades: build awareness 
• Introduce SC merit, need-based, and access programs without promising eligibility. 
• Explain that course choices, grades, attendance, and postsecondary goals can affect future 

options. 
• Encourage students and families to understand the SC Uniform Grading Policy and to review 

transcripts for accuracy. 

11th grade: identify and prepare 
• Identify students who may qualify for Palmetto Fellows under the applicable eligibility pathways. 
• Review the interaction among GPA, class rank, and qualifying test scores. 
• Plan for the Early Award application cycle and communicate school-specific procedures. 
• Pay special attention to early graduates, reclassified students, small graduating classes, and 

students with transferred or international coursework. 

12th grade: act and verify 
• Register for College Access Events 
• Provide eligible students with the official Palmetto Fellows application URL through the school's 

approved process. 
• Complete counselor verification and submit required documentation within the published 

window. 
• Confirm that final transcripts and class-rank information are accurate and transmitted through 

the correct process. 
• Review Monthly Palmetto Fellows Application Status Reports sent from CHE on the first Monday 

of every month. 
• Encourage every college-bound student to complete the FAFSA as early as practical and respond 

to college requests. 
• Help students distinguish between an eligibility notice and an actual award on the college 

account. 
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End-of-year transcript and class rank responsibilities 
At the end of each school year, the school or school district is responsible for preserving the official 
records used for state scholarship administration. These responsibilities apply even when a third-party 
system, district office, or other staff member assists with transcript or rank processing. 

• Archive the final high-school transcript and final class rank reports in accordance with school or 
district records-retention procedures. 

• Before the South Carolina Department of Education's annual calculation deadline of June 15, 
compare the final transcript with the final class rank report and verify that the records match. 
Resolve discrepancies before the calculation deadline and before sending the reports to CHE. 

• After verification, send the final class rank reports for grades 10, 11, and 12 to CHE at 
Scholarships@che.sc.gov no later than June 30 each year. 

School/district responsibility: The school or district remains responsible for the accuracy, verification, 
archival, and timely submission of these records. Submission to CHE does not replace the school's or 
district's obligation to retain the final records. 

Required annual records: Final transcript; final Grade 10 class rank report; final Grade 11 class rank report; 
and final Grade 12 class rank report. 

Why verification before submission matters: Schools and districts should send the verified final class rank 
reports, not multiple unverified versions. Receiving multiple rank reports can delay the availability of the final 
rank report used by colleges when determining LIFE Scholarship eligibility through the class-rank criterion. 
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Official transcript standards for scholarship eligibility 
Required element Standard 

Authorized signature 
Principal or superintendent. For an independent/private school or 
homeschool association, use the authorized administrator, registrar, or 
designated official. 

SC UGP GPA 
Show the cumulative SC UGP GPA to at least two decimal places. Do not 
round up; a 2.99 does not become a 3.00. 

Calculation date 

The official Calculation Date on the transcript and the class rank report should 
match. The official Calculation deadline is June 15 each academic year. For 
final 12th grade transcripts and class rank reports, they cannot be Date 
Calculated any earlier than 3 days prior to the high school graduation date. For 
grades 10 and 11, the Date Calculated on the final transcript and the class 
rank report must be on or before June 15 each academic year.  

Final status 
For all final 12th grade transcripts, identify the transcript as final and include 
the student's graduation date. 

Rank information 
If the school or association has an approved official ranking policy, show rank 
and class size and submit a matching final rank report. 

Verification point: The transcript calculation date, SC UGP GPA, rank, and class size must agree with the 
corresponding final class-rank report before the records are sent to CHE. 

Class Rank Calculations for Palmetto Fellows and LIFE 
Use this comparison when identifying the highest-ranked student who satisfies each scholarship's class-
rank criterion. The percentage calculation is the same; the rounding rule is different. 
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After graduation: transition responsibility 
• Direct questions about LIFE, HOPE, Lottery Tuition Assistance, Need-based Grant awards, 

disbursement, and most renewals to the college financial aid office. 
• Direct Palmetto Fellows designation, gap-year reapplication, and in-state transfer requests to the 

applicable CHE process. 
• Remind students to keep copies of notices and monitor their college email and financial-aid 

portal. 
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4. How State Scholarships and Grants Work 
South Carolina's lottery-funded programs include merit scholarships, need-based aid, and tuition 
assistance. A student may be considered under more than one program's criteria, but the awards are not 
interchangeable. 

How awards may be combined: A student may receive only one state merit scholarship at a time: Palmetto 
Fellows, LIFE, or SC HOPE. A student who meets the applicable requirements may receive a state merit 
scholarship and the SC Need-based Grant during the same academic year. The college financial aid office 
determines the student's final aid package and applies all program and cost-of-attendance limits. 

General eligibility requirements shared by the programs 
Unless a program provides an exception, a student must: 

• Be a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident at the time of high-school graduation and college enrollment. 
• Be a South Carolina resident at the time of high-school graduation and college enrollment. 
• Not be in default on any state or federal student loan. 
• Enroll in a degree-seeking program at an eligible South Carolina institution. 
• Have no felony convictions. This requirement does not apply to Lottery Tuition Assistance. 
• Have no second or subsequent alcohol- or drug-related misdemeanor convictions. 

Important: These are general requirements only. Each program also has its own academic, financial-need, 
enrollment, institutional, and renewal requirements. Meeting the shared requirements does not by itself 
establish eligibility for an award. 

Scholarships & Grants Eligibility Flyer 
Use the following flyer as a quick overview of qualifying and continued-eligibility criteria. At counselor 
request, there is a grayscale version of this flyer on the High School Counselor Resources webpage. 
Program requirements and award amounts should be verified against current CHE guidance each year. 
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5. Palmetto Fellows Scholarship 
Program overview 
The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship is a merit-based scholarship for eligible South Carolina students. 
Unlike LIFE and HOPE, initial Palmetto Fellows eligibility involves an application reviewed by CHE. The 
application process depends on accurate school records and timely action by both the student and 
school counselor. 

Initial eligibility pathways 

Pathway General components Counselor focus 

Rank pathway SC UGP GPA, qualifying class rank, 
and qualifying SAT/ACT score 

Use the correct grade-level GPA and rank period 
for the applicable award cycle; verify all data. 

Alternate pathway 
Higher qualifying SAT/ACT score and 
required SC UGP GPA; class rank is 
not required 

Verify GPA and test-score documentation even 
when rank is not part of the pathway. 

   

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship | Eligibility at a Glance 
ANNUAL AWARD: Up to $6,700 in year 1; up to $7,500 in years 2-4 

INITIAL ELIGIBILITY RENEWAL / CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY 

 

• Rank pathway: 3.5 SC UGP GPA; 1200 SAT or 25 
ACT; and top 6% class rank from Grade 10 or 11 
for Early Award, or Grade 10, 11, or 12 for Late 
Award. 

• Alternative pathway: 4.0 SC UGP GPA and 
1400 SAT or 31 ACT; class rank is not required. 

• Application required: The student and school 
must complete the applicable CHE Early or Late 
Award application process by the published 
deadlines. 

 

• GPA: Maintain a 3.0 cumulative institutional 
GPA. 

• Credit hours: Earn 30 credit hours each 
academic year. 

• Credit-hour exclusions: AP, IB, dual-
enrollment, and CLEP hours do not count 
toward the 30-hour requirement. 

• Maximum eligibility: Up to eight terms toward 
the first bachelor's degree. 
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ACT superscore reminder: For LIFE and Palmetto Fellows eligibility, use the student's highest English, 
Mathematics, and Reading scores, which may come from different ACT administrations. A Science score 
may be included when it improves the composite score but is not required. 

How the application works 
• Starting at the end of each junior year of high school, the counselor identifies students who 

appear to meet an eligibility pathway. 

• The counselor gives the official application URL (application invitation is on the High School 
Counselor Resources webpage) to the student after July 15th. The student initiates and submits 
the electronic application. 

• The counselor completes the school portion (via a secure link provided in an email) and provides 
the required supporting records through the authorized process. 

• CHE reviews the application and supporting documentation. 

• The student receives an eligibility decision and, if eligible, completes any required college 
designation step. 

Counselor action: Provide the application link only to the correct student, explain the deadline, and track 
whether the student's and counselor's portions are complete. 

Student action: Create the application, provide accurate information, submit by the deadline, monitor 
messages, and complete designation requirements. 

Counselor verification checklist 
• Student's legal name and identifying information match school records. 
• Graduation year and graduation date are correct on all final 12th grade transcripts. 
• SC UGP GPA is finalized on or before June 15th and matches the rank report. 
• Class rank and class size are from the correct grade level. 
• Test scores meet the applicable rules and are documented. 
• Transcript is complete, signed, and consistent with entered information. 
• Both student and counselor portions are submitted by their respective deadlines. 
• At year-end, the final transcript and final class rank report have been compared, verified to 

match, and archived before June 15. 
• Only after verification, final Grade 10, Grade 11, and Grade 12 class rank reports have been sent 

to Scholarships@che.sc.gov by June 30 each year. 

Common errors to prevent 
• Assuming the counselor's submission of supporting documentation alone counts as the student 

submitting their application. A student starting their application, requesting high school 
counselor documentation but failing to actually submit their application does not qualify a 
student as having applied. 

• Waiting until the final days of the application window to identify or contact students. 
• Using an incorrect GPA, class rank, class size, or grade-level record. 
• Not utilizing the Application Status Monthly Reports to verify a student’s application status. If a 

student is not on your report, they have not submitted their application, regardless of whether the 
counselor has submitted the student’s supporting documentation.  

https://che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-resources
https://che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-resources
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• Assuming CHE can accept a missed application after the published deadline. 
• Confusing scholarship eligibility with the student's college designation or actual college award. 
• Not verifying with students if they are taking a summer ACT/SAT test. 
• Not completing the counselor portion of a submitted application; even if the student is not 

eligible. 

Frequent documentation and form errors 
• Missing parental consent or counselor authorization. 
• Missing transcript, qualifying test score, or class-rank report. 
• Uploading a work-in-progress, unsigned, incorrectly dated, or wrong-grade-level transcript. 
• Uploading multiple students' transcripts or an entire graduating class to one student's 

application. 
• Using the college-student transfer/reapplication form instead of the high-school application. 
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Palmetto Fellows: After Initial Eligibility 

Designation and enrollment 
A newly eligible student must ensure the scholarship is associated with the eligible South Carolina 
institution the student plans to attend. The applicable designation process and deadline is provided to the 
student after their application is processed. The designation form is submitted by the student through their 
Palmetto Fellows application dashboard. 

• The student's dashboard and email are the primary sources for application updates, document requests, 
and the eligibility decision. 

• Messages may come from Scholarships@che.sc.gov; remind students to check junk or spam folders. 
• The student—not the school counselor—is responsible for submitting the designation form by the 

published deadline. 
• After designation, the student should verify that the scholarship appears with the intended college. 

Counselor support: Before graduation, remind eligible students that receiving an eligibility notice does not 
complete every step. They must follow CHE and college instructions and verify that the award appears with 
the college. 

Renewal 
After college enrollment, the college financial aid office determines renewal because it has access to 
the student's college transcript, enrollment, and institutional academic record. Counselors generally 
should not interpret renewal eligibility for a current college student – please refer the student to their 
financial aid office. 

Question Correct referral 

Did the student earn enough college credit? College financial aid office 

Does the college GPA meet renewal 
requirements? College financial aid office 

Will a dropped course affect the current award or 
next year's renewal? College financial aid office 

Does the student qualify for an enhancement? College financial aid office 

How does the student transfer the scholarship to 
another eligible SC college? 

CHE transfer process (website) and receiving 
college 

How does a gap-year student reactivate 
eligibility? 

CHE reapplication process (website) before 
enrollment 

 
Enhancement planning: Beginning with the second academic year, an eligible Palmetto Fellows recipient in 
a CHE-approved enhancement program may receive up to an additional $2,500 annually. Requirements 
vary by program; the college financial-aid office makes the official determination. 
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Key special situations for Palmetto Fellows 
Early graduates: The student must be identified and apply within the applicable cycle before graduation. 
Confirm which GPA and rank records apply. 

Gap year: A permitted gap immediately after high-school graduation requires the student to follow CHE's 
reapplication process before enrollment. College enrollment during the gap can affect eligibility. 

In-state transfer: A Palmetto Fellows recipient transferring between eligible South Carolina institutions 
follows CHE's transfer process after grades are available. 

Military family: Residency and scholarship questions may involve separate rules. Refer residency 
classification to the institution while addressing scholarship processes through the appropriate CHE or 
college channel. 

Reduced course load: A college student with an approved accommodation should work directly with the 
college’s student accessibility and financial-aid offices. 
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6. LIFE Scholarship 

Program overview 
The LIFE Scholarship is a merit-based scholarship awarded by eligible South Carolina institutions. 
There is no separate statewide LIFE application submitted to CHE. The college financial aid office 
determines initial eligibility from the student's records and applicable program requirements. 

LIFE Scholarship | Eligibility at a Glance 
ANNUAL AWARD: Up to $5,000 

INITIAL ELIGIBILITY RENEWAL / CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY 

 

• Eligible two-year institution: Earn a 3.0 SC 
UGP GPA. 

• Eligible four-year institution: Meet two of 
three: 3.0 SC UGP GPA; 1100 SAT or 22 ACT; top 
30% of the graduating class. 

• Application: No separate statewide LIFE 
application. The college determines eligibility 
from the student's final records. 

 

• GPA: Maintain a 3.0 LIFE GPA. 
• Credit hours: Earn an average of 30 credit hours 

by the end of each academic year. 
• Credit-hour options: AP, IB, dual-enrollment, 

and CLEP hours may count toward the credit-
hour requirement. 

• Maximum eligibility: Generally, up to eight 
consecutive terms at a four-year institution; 
generally, four consecutive terms at a two-
year institution, or six for an approved 
associate program requiring at least 68 credit 
hours. 

Understanding the LIFE GPA 
• The LIFE GPA is the cumulative scholarship GPA used to determine continued eligibility; it may 

differ from the institutional GPA displayed by the student's current college. 
• Eligible grades and credit hours earned at other institutions, including dual-enrollment 

coursework, may affect the LIFE GPA. 
• Changing or transferring colleges does not remove prior eligible coursework from the LIFE GPA 

calculation. 
• The college financial-aid office performs the official calculation and determines whether 

particular courses are included. 

Terms of eligibility: the LIFE clock 
Initial college enrollment begins the student's LIFE eligibility clock. Terms are generally continuous 
even if the student does not receive the scholarship in a particular term. At an eligible four-year 
institution, LIFE is generally limited to eight consecutive terms. At an eligible two-year institution, 
the limit is generally four consecutive terms, or six for an approved associate-degree program 
requiring at least 68 credit hours. 
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Counselor role 
• Explain the applicable high-school eligibility criteria and that meeting them does not replace 

admission or financial-aid steps. 
• Maintain an accurate SC UGP GPA, class rank, graduation date on final transcript. 
• Ensure final records are transmitted to the college through the school's approved process. 
• Direct award, disbursement, and renewal questions to the college financial aid office. 
• If a student applies for college admission as test-optional but is using their test score to qualify 

for the LIFE Scholarship; after the student is admitted to that college, they will need to send their 
test score report to the college for LIFE eligibility purposes.  

• Remind students that Dual Enrollment coursework is calculated into their Scholarship/LIFE GPA. 
• Remind students to accept their award on their institutional student account. 
• Inform mid-year graduates that they cannot use rank as an eligibility criterion.  

Renewal and enhancements 
The college evaluates renewal using the applicable cumulative Scholarship/LIFE GPA and average 
credit-hour requirements. The college also determines eligibility for approved enhancements. A high-
school counselor can explain that college performance matters but should refer case-specific 
calculations to the college. 
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Planning for LIFE and Palmetto Fellows enhancements 
• Eligible recipients may receive up to an additional $2,500 per academic year beginning with the 

second academic year at an eligible four-year institution. 
• The student must be enrolled in a CHE-approved major or degree program and continue to meet 

the underlying LIFE or Palmetto Fellows requirements. 
• STEM pathways require 14 credit hours of approved math/science coursework before the start 

of the second academic year. Approved AP, IB, CLEP, exempt, and dual-enrollment hours may 
count toward this requirement. 

• Education Enhancement recipients must sign a contractual agreement that they will either 
work in a SC Public School for each year they receive the Education Enhancement, or they 
must repay the funds. 

• The college financial-aid office determines eligibility. Counselors should promote early academic 
planning but should not promise an enhancement. 

Use CHE's current enhancement webpage for approved programs and courses; these lists may change. 
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7. SC HOPE Scholarship 

The SC HOPE Scholarship is a freshman-year merit scholarship at eligible four-year South Carolina 
institutions. The college determines eligibility; the student does not submit a separate statewide 
application to CHE. 

SC HOPE Scholarship | Eligibility at a Glance 
ANNUAL AWARD: Up to $2,800 during the freshman year 

INITIAL ELIGIBILITY RENEWAL / CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY 

 

• Institution: Attend an eligible four-year South 
Carolina institution. 

• GPA: Earn a 3.0 SC UGP GPA. 
• Award level: Freshman-year scholarship for a 

student who does not qualify for LIFE or 
Palmetto Fellows. 

• Application: No separate statewide SC HOPE 
application. The college determines eligibility. 

 

• SC HOPE does not renew: The scholarship is 
limited to the first academic year, for up to 
two eligible terms. 

• Pathway to LIFE: The student may receive LIFE 
beginning in the second academic year by 
earning a 3.0 LIFE GPA and an average of 30 
credit hours by the end of the first academic 
year. 

• Make sure students are aware that HOPE may be available when they do not meet initial LIFE or 
Palmetto Fellows requirements. 

• Encourage accurate and timely final transcript submission. 
• Direct award questions to the college financial aid office. 
• Explain that HOPE is limited to the freshman year and that the student may later qualify for LIFE 

by meeting college renewal requirements. 
• Remind students to accept their award on their institutional student account. 
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8. Lottery Tuition Assistance 

Lottery Tuition Assistance supports eligible students attending qualifying South Carolina two-year 
institutions. Eligibility and award amounts are determined through the college's financial-aid process 
and are subject to program rules and available funding. 

Lottery Tuition Assistance Program (LTAP) | Eligibility at a Glance 
CURRENT AWARD: $75 per credit hour; the college determines the exact award 

INITIAL ELIGIBILITY RENEWAL / CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY 

 

• Institution: Enroll at an eligible South Carolina 
two-year institution. 

• Financial-aid step: Complete the FAFSA or an 
approved FAFSA waiver. 

• Enrollment: Enroll in at least six credit hours. 
• Award determination: The college determines 

eligibility and the award amount under current 
program rules and available funding. 

 

• Academic progress: Maintain satisfactory 
academic progress. 

• GPA after 24 attempted hours: Earn at least a 
2.0 GPA. 

• Annual requirement: Complete the FAFSA or 
approved waiver each year. 

• Credential limit: Generally limited to one 
certificate, diploma, or degree within five years 
unless the additional credential progresses in 
the same field of study. 

• Include two-year and technical-college pathways in college-planning conversations. 
• Encourage students to complete the FAFSA and any college financial-aid requirements by the 

college's priority dates. 
• Direct questions about eligible coursework, enrollment, award amounts, and disbursement to 

the college. 
Counselor reminder: A student should not assume that completing the FAFSA automatically completes 
every institutional requirement. The student must monitor the college portal and respond to requests. 

• LTAP is available only to a student enrolled in an eligible degree-seeking or qualifying credential 
program. 

• Applicable federal grants and the SC Need-based Grant are awarded before LTAP is calculated. 
• The award cannot exceed the applicable tuition amount; the college determines the student's 

exact award. 
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9. SC Need-based Grant 

The SC Need-based Grant helps eligible South Carolina students with demonstrated financial need 
attend eligible public institutions. Colleges make awards within statewide rules, institutional 
allocations, and available funding. 

SC Need-based Grant | Eligibility at a Glance 
ANNUAL AWARD: Up to $3,500 full-time or $1,750 part-time, subject to available funds 

INITIAL ELIGIBILITY RENEWAL / CONTINUED ELIGIBILITY 

 

• Financial need: Complete the FAFSA and be 
determined to have financial need. 

• Institution and program: Enroll in a degree-
seeking program at an eligible South Carolina 
institution. 

• Award determination: The college awards 
funds under statewide rules, its allocation, and 
available funding. 

 

• GPA: Maintain at least a 2.0 GPA. 
• Credit hours: Earn 24 credit hours. 
• Annual requirement: Complete the FAFSA 

each year so financial need can be confirmed. 
• Funding: Continued awards remain subject to 

institutional allocations and available funds. 

• Promote early FAFSA completion and provide FAFSA support or trusted referrals. 
• Encourage students to meet each college's priority deadline and complete verification promptly if 

selected. 
• Avoid quoting a guaranteed award amount; the college determines the student's actual aid 

package. 
• Connect students experiencing homelessness, foster care involvement, or other significant 

barriers with appropriate school and college supports. 
• Remind students they cannot receive the SC Need-based grant until they sign an affidavit with 

their institution. 
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Foster Care Youth funding 
An eligible foster youth may receive the maximum SC Need-based Grant plus up to an additional $3,500 in 
Foster Care Youth funding toward unmet need, subject to annual appropriations and available funding. 

• The student must satisfy the SC Need-based Grant requirements, including FAFSA completion 
and demonstrated financial need. 

• Eligibility may include a student in the custody of the South Carolina Department of Social 
Services or participating in qualifying Independent Living Services, subject to current program 
rules. 

• The student should work with the college financial-aid office and DSS representative to provide 
the required verification; CHE supports the program and supplemental-funding process. 

• Counselor action: Identify potentially eligible students early and connect them discreetly with the 
college financial-aid office, DSS case manager, and appropriate CHE guidance. 
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10. College Transition Programs 

College Transition Programs (CTPs) provide inclusive postsecondary education opportunities for 
students with intellectual disabilities. Approved programs may participate in state scholarship and 
grant funding established for eligible CTP students. 

CTP funding options 
The CTP Grant and CTP Scholarship can be stacked, allowing an eligible student to receive both awards in 
the same academic year. Students have up to eight terms of eligibility, subject to program requirements and 
available funding. 

Funding method Eligibility basis FAFSA required? Annual amount 

CTP Grant 
Student must demonstrate financial need, be a 
South Carolina resident and be enrolled in an 
eligible South Carolina CTP. 

Yes $10,000 per year 

CTP Scholarship Student must be a South Carolina resident and 
enrolled in an eligible South Carolina CTP. No $15,000 per year 

Counselor role in the transition process 
• Introduce CTPs as a genuine postsecondary option during transition planning. 
• Help the student and family compare program design, admission requirements, supports, 

credential or completion outcomes, housing, transportation, and total cost. 
• Coordinate, as appropriate, with the student's IEP team, transition coordinator, vocational 

rehabilitation counselor, and outside supports. 
• Refer admission and student-level funding questions to the approved CTP; program staff can 

explain current scholarship and grant processes. 

Approved public CTPs  
• ClemsonLIFE - Clemson University 
• Coastal LIFE - Coastal Carolina University 
• Charleston LIFE - College of Charleston 
• CarolinaLIFE - University of South Carolina Columbia 
• Winthrop LIFE - Winthrop University 
• USCA LIFE - University of South Carolina Aiken 
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11. College Access Programs and Resources 

Scholarship information is most effective when paired with practical college-access support. This 
section should function as a directory of CHE-supported programs and trusted statewide resources, 
organized by the barrier each resource helps address. 

Student need Counselor support Resource to insert 

Explore pathways 
Help students compare certificates, associate and 
bachelor's degrees, apprenticeships, and CTPs. 

SC CAN GO planning resources 

Complete 
applications 

Host application events, coordinate college 
representatives, and share available fee-waiver 
information. 

College Application Month 

Complete the FAFSA 
Provide FAFSA education and hands-on completion 
support; refer complex cases appropriately. 

FASFA First and FAFSA 
Counselor Training 

Celebrate decisions 
Recognize seniors entering college, employment, 
military service, or another post-secondary pathway. 

College Decision Day SC 

Monitor FAFSA 
completion 

Ask district leadership about current participation, 
agreements, and authorized access before using 
student-level completion data. 

FAFSA Completion Status 
Portal, when available 

Navigate special 
circumstances 

Connect students with foster care, homelessness, 
disability, military, and first-generation supports. 

Program-specific contacts and 
High School Counselor 
Resources 

 

SCCANGO Webpage 
https://che.sc.gov/sccango 

 
 

https://che.sc.gov/sccango
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12. Trainings and Workshops 
CHE offers recurring training to help school counselors stay current on scholarship processes and support 
students with college access and financial-aid completion. 

Palmetto Fellows workshops 
• Fall: Early Award workshops focus on identifying eligible students, selecting the correct application cycle, 

completing the electronic application process, and submitting accurate school records. 
• Spring: Late Award workshops focus on students who qualify later in senior year, application deadlines, 

required documentation, and common processing issues. 

College Access training 
CHE College Access staff offer trainings and resources related to FAFSA completion, College Application 
Month and application events, financial-aid awareness, and other college-going initiatives. 

Current workshop dates, registration links, recordings, presentations, and counselor resources are posted 
on the High School Counselor Resources webpage. Training recordings and slide decks will be available 
after the trainings on the webpage.  

High School Counselor Resources 
che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-

resources 

 

https://che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-resources
https://che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-resources
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13. Special Circumstances 

Early graduate versus graduating early 
Situation Meaning LIFE / SC HOPE Palmetto Fellows 

Early graduate 
A senior who graduates midyear 
rather than with the spring 
cohort. 

Class rank cannot be used 
for LIFE eligibility. 

Must qualify using an allowable 
earlier rank and apply before 
completing high-school graduation 
requirements. 

Graduating early 
A student who completes high 
school in fewer academic years 
but graduates with the spring 
cohort. 

Eligibility is evaluated with 
the student's new graduating 
class. 

The applicable GPA and rank 
records depend on whether the 
student uses the Early or Late 
Award cycle. 

Transfer-student records 
• The receiving school must establish a cumulative SC UGP GPA for scholarship consideration, either on its 

transcript or through an appropriate conversion document. 
• Class rank must be based on the cumulative SC UGP GPA. Without that cumulative GPA, the student 

cannot be ranked. 
• A student who cannot be ranked should still be included in class size and identified as not ranked on the 

rank report. 
• Without an eligible cumulative SC UGP GPA, the student may be unable to qualify for a South Carolina 

state scholarship. 
• For transferred or international coursework, consult the school district or SCDE regarding SC UGP 

conversion; CHE does not revise the high school's transcript. 
 

Situation Counselor response 

Early or mid-year 
graduation 

Identify the student early; determine the applicable scholarship cycle and 
records; do not wait until after student completes their graduation requirements. 

Reclassification Confirm the official graduation cohort, applicable GPA/rank period, and 
documentation before advising on deadlines. 

Small graduating class 
For schools approved for class ranking that have a class size of less than 20 
students, the top 2 ranks each academic year would be the top 6% rank for that 
year.  

Homeschool 
Eligible Option 1, 2 and 3 homeschool associations that are approved for class 
rank official final class rank reports need to be submitted by the Association 
directly to CHE.   

Out-of-state high school 
A SC UGP GPA is required for SC State Scholarships and Grants. The out-of-state 
GPA must be converted to the SC UGP GPA, unless it’s equivalent to the SC UGP 
GPA weighted scale. 

International or transferred 
coursework 

Ask the school/district or SCDE for SC UGP conversion support; CHE does not 
revise/convert a school's transcript. 
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Situation Counselor response 

Residency dispute Refer the residency classification to the institution. Scholarship eligibility and 
residency are related but separate determinations. 

Gap year 

For Palmetto Fellows: the student can take up to one full academic year for a 
Gap Year. The student must submit a Reapplication Form when ready to enroll to 
receive their Palmetto Fellows Scholarship. 
For the LIFE Scholarship: Students may a Gap Year or years prior to initial 
enrollment. Once a student enrolls in one college class after HS graduation, the 
Gap Year period has ended.  

College transfer For Palmetto Fellows, use CHE's transfer process (linked on our website); for 
other awards, contact the receiving college. 

Disability / reduced load Refer the student to college disability services and financial aid for 
accommodation and award review. 

 

Documentation practice: Keep a dated record of scholarship outreach, student responses, submitted 
records, and any corrections. Follow school policy for student records and confidentiality. 



 

SC SCHOOL COUNSELOR USER GUIDE CHE  |  OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON HIGHER 
EDUCATION 

AUGUST 2026 30 

14. Common Scenarios and Referral Guide 

Student asks... Best first response / referral 

Why is my Palmetto Fellows award not on my 
college bill? 

New recipient: confirm designation and contact 
CHE/college as appropriate. Returning student: 
contact the college financial aid office. 

Can I drop a college course and keep my 
scholarship? 

College financial aid office before the student changes 
enrollment. 

How do I apply for LIFE or HOPE? 
There is no separate statewide application; complete 
admission/aid requirements and submit final records 
to the college. 

My GPA or rank is wrong. School records office/counselor; involve district or 
SCDE for UGP questions. 

I missed the Palmetto Fellows deadline. 

If the student fails to submit a Palmetto Fellows 
application during the application period, the student 
would now be eligible to be considered for the LIFE 
Scholarship. The student cannot apply for the Palmetto 
Fellows after high school graduation.   

Can I defer for a gap year? 
Review CHE gap-year guidance before any college 
enrollment and complete reapplication when preparing 
to enroll. 

How much Need-based Grant will I receive? College financial aid office; award depends on 
eligibility, allocation, and available funding. 

Can scholarship funds be refunded to me? College financial aid office; total aid and cost-of-
attendance rules apply. 
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Where to Find Help 

CHE is committed to helping school counselors support students as they prepare for, attend, and pay 
for higher education. Begin with the High School Counselor Resources webpage, where CHE maintains 
counselor guidance, training information, program materials, forms, and other frequently used 
resources. 

Start here: High School Counselor Resources is the primary online resource for South Carolina school 
counselors. 

High School Counselor Resources Webpage 
che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-resources 

Program contacts 
If the answer is not available on the resource webpage, contact the CHE staff member listed below 
who administers the applicable program. Other CHE staff may also assist as needed. 

Program or topic CHE contacts 

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Ms. Kathryn Harris 

LIFE Scholarship Dr. Gerrick Hampton 

SC HOPE Scholarship Dr. Gerrick Hampton 

Scholarship Enhancements Ms. Tanya Weigold 

Lottery Tuition Assistance Program (LTAP) Ms. Tanya Weigold 

SC Need-based Grant Ms. Tanya Weigold 

Foster Care Youth Funding Ms. Tanya Weigold 

College Transition Programs Ms. Kathryn Harris 

SC Residency Dr. Gerrick Hampton 

College Access Programming Ms. Kathy Rollins or Ms. Alantis Seckal 

 

State scholarship questions: Counselors may also email Scholarships@che.sc.gov. Do not send 
confidential student records or sensitive personal information unless requested through an authorized 
process. 

South Carolina Commission on Higher Education | Office of Student Affairs 

https://che.sc.gov/high-school-counselor-resources
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